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Vanisri also excelled in a wide range of characters, especially, those of emotional nature.
During the last ten years, Vijaya Santi, Bhanu Priya, Suhasini and many other gifted youngsters
are dominating the scene. Among those who play supporting roles and have accredited
themselves with fine performances are Santa Kumari, Pandaribai, Janaki, Nirmala, Annapurna
and others. Suryakantham excelled in Comic roles, especially those of the nagging wife or
mother-in-law.
Since cinema is a collaborative art, the contribution made by various creative artists and
technicians need to be taken into consideration. In the first decade of film production, only
plays successful on the stage were filmed and there seemed to be no conscious attempt
made to write screen plays specially. During the early days of such attempts, scholar-writers
were associated with screen-writing. Tap! Dharma Rao, Samudrala Raghavacharya, Balijepalli
Laxmikantham and Pingali Nagendra Rao were among the early writers. Samudrala (Senior,
as he was popularly known) Raghavacharyulu contributed dialogues and lyrics for nearly
three decades and stood as the foremost among them. Such established writers like Malladi
Ramakrishna Sastry, Maharadhi, Arudra, Atreya, D.V.Narasa Raju, Palagummi Padmaraju,
Pinisetti, Anisetti, Bhamidipati Radhakrishna, Modukuri Johnson, Dasari Narayana Rao and
Ganesh Patro came to the field and established themselves as capable writers in the new
medium. Only Atreya among these had equal facility in writing both dialogues and songs.
In recent times, many successful playwrights became successful writers of cinema stories.
Mention may be made of Mullapudi Venkata Ramana, Gollapudi Maruti Rao, KR.Nandi,
Tanikella Bharani and Paruchuri Brothers who made a name as dialogue writers.
Accomplished poets also were attracted towards this new medium and earned reputation as
lyricists. Samudrala (Sr.), Malladi,Arudra,Sri Sri, Devulapalli Krishna Sastry, Sadasivabrahmam,
C.Narayana Reddy and Dasarathi began writing film songs after they had established themselves
as poets. More recently Veturi Sundararama Murty and 'Sirivennela1 Seetharama Sastry have
become popular lyricists. Screen-play-writing, an important ingredient in film making, cannot
be said to have developed as it should though some directors like K.V.Reddy, B.N.Reddy and
Nagireddy-Chakrapani, Viswanath and Bapu are meticulously careful about the preparation of
the screen-play.
Music has always been an essential feature of Telugu cinema, just as in the films of
other regions. During the early days, cinema music was akin to stage music with minimum
orchestra accompanying it. The literary idea of the song was well projected.
B.N.R. (B.Narasimha Rao), Galipenchala Narasimha Rao and Chittoor V. Nagaiah were
among the early music directors. Saluri Rajeswara Rao, who started his career as an actor,
settled down as a music director and has to his credit a good number of films with tilting
music. Pendyala Nageswara Rao, Susarla Dakshina Murty and other music directors of the
day relied on semi-classical base for their compositions. In course of time, orchestration has